






Commercially Available Native Trees and
Shrubs of the Batten Kill Watershed 

For Upland Tributaries:

Balsam fir
Canadian hemlock
Mountain ash
Nannyberry

For Downstream Floodplains:

American highbush cranberry
Black cherry
Basswood
Butternut
Elderberry
Red-stemmed dogwood

The Batten Kill Buffer Outreach Program is a 
project of the Bennington County Conservation District, 
the Southwestern Vermont Chapter of Trout Unlimited
(TU), national Trout Unlimited's Embrace-a-Stream 
program, and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Partners 
for Fish & Wildlife program. It was made possible by 
funding from the Vermont Conservation License Plate 
program and the U.S. Forest Service, Green Mountain
National Forest. Design services were contributed by TU
member Joe Carabello and CPRi Communications
(www.cpronline.com). Production costs for brochures 
for residents of the New York portion of the watershed
were covered by the Battenkill Conservancy-NY.

For more information on buffers, contact:
Bennington County Conservation District

PO Box 505 
Bennington, VT  05201 

(802) 442-2275.

What You Can Do
• Lay out a buffer along your Batten Kill stream bank 

50 feet wide plus 2 feet for each percent of slope. Impervious

surfaces such as roads and driveways shouldn’t be included 

in computing buffer width. 

• Plant trees and shrubs in the buffer zone where there are

none, at a density of about one plant every ten feet or about

sixty plants per 500 square feet (a U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

standard). Use native plant species. The Batten Kill's aquatic

and terrestrial creatures are adapted to them – to their habits

of growth, their time of leaf fall, and the chemical compounds

they contain.

• Where manures are used in the floodplain, supplement 

the planting with an additional strip of perennial grasses 

outside the landward edge of the buffer zone. Cut and 

remove the grass crop once every one to three years, after

spring floods. Do not mow within the buffer zone!

• Keep contaminants out of the buffer zone and avoid 

activities in the zone that threaten the river. No livestock, 

no septic leach fields, no construction activities, no earth 

disturbances. 

• Any break in the buffer is a potential entry point for 

sediments and contaminants. Discharge drainage ditches,

roadway run-off, and culverts to a settling area in the buffer,

not to the stream. 

• Control run-off from impervious areas on your property 

and reduce non-porous surfaces altogether. 

Serviceberry
Sugar maple
White birch

Red maple
Silky dogwood
Speckled alder
Sycamore
White ash
Winterberry




